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In mid-June, the Mexican government announced the arrest of one of Mexico's most notorious drug
traffickers, Alcides Ramon Magana, known as El Metro. Magana, who led southeastern operations
for the Juarez drug cartel, was said to have worked closely with former Quintana Roo governor
Mario Villanueva Madrid, arrested in late May in the Caribbean resort city of Cancun. The former
governor had gone into hiding shortly before his term expired in April 1999, but he was detained
when he resurfaced in Quintana Roo in May (see SourceMex, 2001-05-30).
Magana's arrest could cripple cartel The links of Villanueva to Magana, a former federal police
officer, were reported as early as 1999, when authorities first began to investigate the then governor
of Quintana Roo (see SourceMex, 1999-01-06). Villanueva allegedly received US$500,000 from
Magana for each shipment of cocaine the Juarez cartel moved through Quintana Roo state while he
was governor between 1993 and 1999.
The proximity of the two arrests led to speculation that Villanueva provided key information that
led authorities to Magana. But spokespersons for the Procuraduria General de la Republica (PGR)
denied these rumors, saying that Magana had been under surveillance for some time. Magana had
apparently changed his physical appearance to escape arrest by shaving off his beard and losing a
considerable amount of weight.
At the time of his arrest, Magana faced charges in Mexico of organized crime, drug trafficking, illegal
weapons possession, and money laundering. Attorney General Rafael Macedo de la Concha said
Magana's arrest could cripple the Juarez cartel but not put the organization out of action. "I would
be overstating things to say that we have finished off a cartel," said Macedo. "This is an important
strike but we still have a lot to accomplish."
But the government's case has been weakened because a federal court threw out several charges
against Magana a few days after his arrest. The charges that were dismissed included money
laundering and weapons violations. The Juarez cartel managed to emerge from the loss of its top
leader, Amado Carrillo Flores, in 1997. Carrillo Flores, known as the Lord of the Skies because of his
use of aircraft to transport cocaine, died while undergoing plastic surgery in 1997 (see SourceMex,
1997-07-16). Carrillo's death unleashed a bloody internal struggle that helped Magana rise quickly
through the ranks.
In the US, the Justice Department, via the US attorney's office in New York, has unsealed an
indictment against Magana, a preliminary step to requesting the extradition of the drug lord. The
indictment, which charges Magana with conspiracy to import and distribute cocaine, alleges that
the drug-cartel leader worked closely with Villanueva to ship more than 200 tons of cocaine between
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1994 and 1998 from Quintana Roo state to the US. The shipments are said to account for more than
one-tenth of the cocaine distributed in the US during Villanueva's four-year term in office.
Authorities say multiple shipments of Colombian cocaine, sent from Quintana Roo to Tamaulipas
state, went undetected because they were transported in tanker trucks that carried the logo of the
state-run oil company PEMEX. Government steps up war against drug cartels Magana's arrest
marks another milestone in President Vicente Fox's highly publicized campaign to fight drug
trafficking, which has included the arrests of several high- profile cartel leaders.
In March, the PGR and federal police arrested six key members of the Tijuana cartel, led by the
Arellano Felix brothers. Among those detained was Rigoberto Yanez Guerrero, who was in charge of
distribution in Mexico City and Jalisco state.
Authorities dealt further blows to drug-trafficking organizations with the arrests of Gen. Francisco
Quiros Hermosillo and Gilberto Garcia Mena during March and April. Gen. Quiros is accused of
providing protection to the Juarez cartel, while Garcia Mena, known as El June, was a key player in
the Gulf cartel (see SourceMex, 2001-04-18).
The latest major drug bust came in May when authorities arrested Adan Amezcua Contreras,
leader of the Colima cartel. The cartel deals in methamphetamines and synthetic drugs. The Fox
administration's war on drugs was marred by one high-profile failure, the escape of Sinaloa cartel
leader Joaquin Guzman from a federal prison in Jalisco. Guzman, known as El Chapo, is said
to have escaped easily with the assistance of prison staff (see SourceMex, 2001-01-24). [Sources:
Reuters, Notimex, 06/13/01; CNI en Linea, 06/13/01, 06/14/01; Associated Press, The New York
Times, Los Angeles Times, El Financiero, La Jornada, Novedades, 06/14/01; El Economista, Excelsior,
El Universal, The Dallas Morning News, Reforma, 06/14/01, 06/15/01, 06/20/01]
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